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INTRODUCT IO

The emergenve of world conquerors out of the srid wastes of
Hongolin has alvays desanded sn explenation from historiens and ie even
today not too well understoods This is the general historical problem
for which this investigtion attempts to find ansvers.

At the outset, ve may discard several explanations for the rise
and suscess of the Mongols. The Honpols were not fanatical religious
crusders. The urge to spread s religion did not motivate them to conm
quest as 1t d1d the Christians and the Muslims, Another untensble expla-
nation {e the old theory that the progressive drying wp of Central Asin
“forced” the Mongols out of their homeland and caused them to nttask ci-
vilized states. The naive explanation given by Astan and European peoe
ples of the Middle iges that Genghis khan was n terrible scourge of God
sent against the eins of Ialam and Christendom is even less acoeptable,
a8 18 the fden that the omslaught of the Mongols vas some mighty natue
ral explosion 1ike the thunderstorms of the late sumer in the Gobi de=
sert.

Some investigators have found & part of the truth and have empha-
slzed that part with disregard for other important factors. Thus some
laim all wes due to the genus of one man, Genghts Khan. But the ques-
tion usually left unansvered is how he could have arisen from obscurie
ty and peverty. There 1s often no attamt to understand Genghle khen as
a produst of his socio-historical envirorment. Others would have us be-
1teve that the rise and success of tho Mongols can be understood entires

1y in terms of a sudden flowering of the Mongol mational spirit. But it
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must, then bs adted why a great mtioml spirit suddenly appeared ina
people without a mtloml existense witil only a few yoars befors they
embarked won thelr conquest of the vorld, Arother often glven reason
for the muccess of the Mongols 1s that the slmplicity and frosdom of noe
med 110 was suerior to that of more deoadent and cultured paoples.
Vhile this exlamtion has ush of truth Sn 1%, 1t 18 again another pare
a1 ant

Thers ware good reasons for th rise and suwcoss of the Mengols
and these reasns are more comolex than any of the atove explamtions
would infleate, Yet, they are eacily understood in the comtext of the so=
elal 11fe and Mstory of ths Mongols amd of the conditions in the eme
pires they conquered,

The historieal period of primipal interest in this investipe
tion a Iinited o that of the unification of Fonmlin by Genghis Khan,
# unfiontion whioh began in the late twelfth century ani vna completed
4n the first decade of the thirteermth, lowever, for reasons to he exe
Platned below, our frvestigntion berins with n brfef survey of the mae
Jor politienl and military everts in Mongolis and Chim through the twelfe
th century. Tt fs d4fficult 1€ mst fmposoible to draw concise lines to
delintt great historical everte aml all attempte to do o w

uoually
frustrated by facts that do mt fit Snto prearranged echemes. Thus our
cholce of the yeor 1189, invhich the first major tribal var involving
the Mongals took place, £or the beginming of the urdfication of Yongolin
18 partially arbitrarys It S arbitrary because at least tho desire for
and the posetbility of unification must have existed long before this
time, Vorsover, thie var was prodably mt thought of by the principel
prrticipants as a step tovards unification. The date of 1206 for the

completion of the unification is more precies, simce it was in that year




-3-

that the soversignty of Ganghis Khan vas formally reeognized by all the
tribes. Dut militery operations agninst minor internal enemies continued
for seversl years beyond this time.

The emergence of the Mongols, their rise to power in Mongolia
and their succees in world conquest ere all parts of the general histo-
rical probles for which ve vill attempt to find ansvers. Our investigee
tion, however, does not include a dlscussion of the svents of the eone
quast 1teslf. The prerequisite for forelgn conquest, for the eremtion of
& multi-state ewpire, vas the unification of Mongolime And the swme fae-
fors that made unfication possible also detersined the success of the
conquest that followeds Therefore once we have an undersianding of why

and hov Mongolia v

unified plus an ides of the conditions in other con

temporary Asien empires, the suoe

of the Mongol conquest seems to fole
low as though it had been n necessary and inevitable outcome.

We propose %o understand hov and why the unification of Mongolia
ook place by first ansvering a saries of general questions concerning
the geographys climats and sconomy of Nongolia; the chief characteris-
tics and bellefs of its people, in particular vith repard to vary and
the nature and history of the conflict betwesn steppe-dveller and far-

mer; and then by o speeific The main tions of

a general nature ares Ia what waye did the geography and climnte of Mom-
golla determine the way of life of the people? ind what relationship did

this vay of 1ife have to the conflict with sedentary psoples? ¥hat ade

vantages d1d this vay of 1ife give the Yongols in varfare? In what vays
@4 the physical environment, the predominant economy and soetal organi-

mtion the principal stios of the Nongole! fow were

these charseterietics beneficial to u nation of conquerors? iho vere the

prineipal antagonists inside ¥ongolia from the sarliest times? In what vay




ohae
dtd the oxistence of several races in ongolla determine its relative-

1y late unificntion by the Wongols? ¥hat were the causes and mature of

the conflict bstween the inhabitants of Mongolia and the Chinese? What

vas the history of this oonflict W to and including the twelfth cenm
tury? 4ud what patterns sre discernible in this conflict] Ansvers to
these goenersl questions are based on i scussions throughout the text but
espectally in Chapter I wnd Chapter ITI,

The specific gquestions o be ansvered are twos vhy vas Mongolia
unifiod in the teelfth and thirteenth cesturies rather than st some other
tine? And what specific factors made this wiification possible and sue-
cesaful? A df poussion of the fectors that ensver these guestions forms
the contral theue or core of the investigation. These factors, which ap-
pear in Chapters IT through V1, ave four in mubers the conditions in
Asia, China and Mongolia in the tvelfth and thirteenth centuries(Chap~
ter II), the contributisns of Mongol soeial orgamisation(Chapter 1II),

military organization or the Mongol ), and
tere IV, ¥, and VI)e

Detalled referance has beon made to the conditions in twelfth-
century China since, by reseon of thelr geographical proximity, Chins
and Mongolia have from anclent tizes played important roles in each other's
histories. Nover vas this more trus than in the twelfth and thirtcenth
centuries, ihile conditions in Central and Western Asis were important
factors in the muccess of Mongol srme in these arcas, they had less ime
mediete influence upen the ufication of Wongolia mnd are only briefly

referred to.

n Chapter VII we have given a series of conclusions to the ge-
neral and mectfic questions posed by the Investigation and have attexpted
o dofine the place the unification of ¥ongo)ia and subsequent world conquest




-5a
by the lfoagols have 1n Astan and 1n vorld history.




CHAPTER T

MONGOLIA A®D CHINA TO THE TWSLPTH CEVFURTs
A SURVEY OF MAJOR EVENTS

The geographical Loeation and Climate of Mongolia

Hongolia proper or Cuter Yongolia extends south of Lake Datkal
to the Altai mountaine in the vest and to the Khingan mountaine in the
east. It 13 bounded by Siberia on the north, Menchuris on the northeast,
Ghina on the southeast and Ohinese Turkistan on the southwests Yongells
in the broadest terms consists of the grest central deeert of Gobi or
Shamo, fringed on tho northiwest, northeast and east by a more fortile
belt. This fringe ic essentially a plateau of rolling pasture land wa-
rying in the quality of 1ts eotls end in altitude from 3,000 to 5,000
faate The north of Outer Mongollw 1o df stingulshed by ite mountainous
voodland end pastwe land in wide basin-1ike valleys or plains while the
south 1 steppe and desert. The platecu ns a whole 1o characterized by
dryness nnd grest seesomal range of temperature. The Vongalian elimate
15 severs in the extreme with vinter temperatures dropping to 50 de-

green bolow zero and the sumers cve very short, Ttermal snovs cover

the bigher mountain resges. In general, Mongolls is a wind swept, cold,

desolate land. Just to remsin elive there called for the development of
great rosourcefulness and endurasse, a much gremter resowrcefulness and
endurance than 18 common among sedontory people. It is 11ttls wonder that
the steppes of Mongolia have for cesturies produced proud, fierce warriors.

In considering the eharacteristice of the Mongols, 1t f& Mfficult to
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attribute observed qualities -m;u-i:.ly o the effects of tho physioal
enviroment siwce the way of 1ife ard sooial ergauization of a people

are tmportant determining factors in the formation of character and be-
1tefs, Therofors we heve left further dtecussion of the principal charme=

teriotlos of the Vongels to owr chapter on Vongol sselel organimtdons

he farliest Inhabitamts of Mongolin
From the beglmuing of recorded history, Mongolin han been the

omeland of flerce tribessens The Nongolian pluteau has poured forth was
ve after vave of inwading hordes who at times have reduced to subjection
sl=05t evary ons of the Asiatic empires and more than onse have mado theme
selves the masters of half of iuropee Uonsidering the important role this
raglon wnd its people have played in world history, 1t is swrprising that
1te earliest history Lo almost completely urknown. The carly irhabitants
posvessed oo systen of wriiing eni consequently have left no 1iterary mo=
mmentee Serious archmeslogical investigation of the rogion has orly just
boguray For our kiswledge of the early ichabltants of Yonyolin, we must
111 relie largely on tie Chinese recordss Although the Chinese do not
sive an adequate picture of the sarly Vongolinns until the events of the
second century HeCey they were Lue only people with a literary tradition
who had any enrly contaet vith the rorthern tribes., it s thus still wn=
Gortain vhen the sowcallod burbarians began to inhabit Vongolia and the
smrthern frontiers of Chim, but Lisre ure resords of a Chiness war against
n people ealled the Hun-yu(ancestors of the funs) as far back as 2600 B.Cey
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