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TUIROD LOTION 

The energence of world conquerora out of the arid wastes of 

Hongolia has always denanded en explenstion from historians and le even 

today not too well underatood. Thde Ls the general historical problem 

for which this investigation attempts to find ansers. 

At the outaet, we may discard several explanstiona for the rise 

and success of the Mongols. The Mongols were not fanstical religious 

oruméers. The urge to sprend a religion díd not motivate then to con 

quest as 1t ¿id tho Christians and the Muelima. Another untenable expla= 

nation is the old theory that tho progresivo drying up of Central Asia 

"forced" the Mongols out of thefr homeland and cnused them to attack cí= 

vilized states. The nuive explanntion given by Asian and European peo 

ples of the Middle ¿ges that Genghis Khan was n terrible scourge of Cod 

sent against the sino of lalem and Christendom 19 even less nocoptable, 

anio the iden that the onelaught of the llongols was some mighty natu 

ral explosion like the thunderstorme of the lato summer in the Gobi de 

serte 

Some investigators have found a part of the truth and havo empha= 

sized that part ulth disregard for other important factors. Thus some 

claim all was due to the genius of one man, Genghis Khan. But the quen 

tion usually left unansrered is how he could have arísen from obscuri= 

ty and poverty. Thore 1s often no attempt to understand Genghis Xhen as 

a produet of hís socio=historical envirorment. Others would have us be= 

ná sueco: liove that the ri of the Nongole can be undorstood entire»      

1y ín terms of a sudden flowering of the Mongol national spirit. But 1% 
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must thon bo asiced why a grent mtioml spirit suddenly appeared in a 

people without a mtloml extstenso until only a few yonra bofore they 

eubarked upon thelr conquest of tho vorld, Another often given reason 

for the suecosa of tho Yongols 1s that tho simplicity ani freedom 02 mo 

mad lifo was superior to that 0? more decndont ani cultural peoples. 

'hile this explamtton has mueh of truth £n 1t, 1% Ls again another paro 

t4n1 explarmtton ant consoquently £mdoquite. 

There were good reasons for tho viso ant suscoss of the Mongola 

and these rensons are moro complex than any of the ntove explamttone 

would Anticnte, Yot, they aro exvily understood ln the context of the so 

elal 14fo nná history of tho Yongols nrá of tho contitions £n the em 

pires they conquered, 

The historical period of principal Interest in thio invostigas 

tion 15 l4mited to that 02 tho untfication of Mongolia by Genghto Khan, 

a uniflention wok began £n the late trelfih century and vns completed 

An tho first decade of tho thirteorthe However, for rensona to be ex 

plained below, our Investigation bestns with a briof survey of tha ma 

Jor políticnl and military evorto 15 ongolía nnd Chim through tho twel£= 

th century. Tt Lo difficult 10 rot Impossible to draw concíse lines to 

delímit grent htstorical evente ani n11 attempto to do so are uoully 

£frustrated by facte thnt do mot fIt £nto prearranged echemes, Thus our 

choloe of the yeor 1199, inwhtch the firat major trítal var £nvolving 

the Yongole took place, for tho beginring of the urtfioation of Mongolia 

le partinlly arbítraryo 1t 1 arbltrary because at lenst tho dentro for 

and the possibi11ty of untfication must have existe long before ts 

time. Moreover, this var vas probably rot thought of by the principal 

participante as a step towarde unification, The dnte of 1206 for the 

completion of the untfication Ls nore precies, since 1t war in tint year 
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that the sovereignty of Genghis Khan was formal1y recognized by 211 the 

tribes. But militory operationo against minor Internal enemies continued 

for several years beyond this times 

The energenco of the Mongols, their rise to power in Mongolia 

and thedr succere 1n world conquest are all parte of the general histo= 

rícal problez for which we vi11 attempt to find answers. Our Investigas 

tion, however, does not include a discussion of the svents of the con= 

quest itoelf. The prerequi site for foreign conquent, for the crention of 

a multi=state empiro, vas the wnification of Mongolia» And the sumo fao= 

tora that made untfication possible also detorminod the success of the 

conquest that followod. Therefore once we have an undersianding of why 

and how Mongolia was unified plus an idea of the conditions in other con= 

temporary Aslan empires, the suoceas of the Mongol conquest somo to fol= 

low as though 1t had beer n nocessry and inevitable outcome. 

lie propose to understand how and why the untfication of Mongolia 

took place by first answering a sories of genersl questions concerníng 

the geographyz climate ani economy of Mongolia; the chief characteris= 

tica and beliefo of 1ts people, in particular with rogard to warz and 

Ahe nature and history of the conflict between steppe-dweller and far= 

mer; and then by ansrering tuo specific questions. The main questions of 

A general nature ares Ja what vays did the geography und climte of Mon= 

golia determino the vay of lifo of the people? And vhnt relattonehip 418 

this vay of life havo to the conflict with sedontary peoples? vhat ad= 

  

vantares did this vay of lífo give the Mongols In warfare? la what vays 

did the phyotoal environment, the predominant economy and moctal organi= 

mmtion determine the principal characteristics of the Nongolo? How were 

these charcoterietics boneficinl to u nation of conquerors? ho vere the 

  

principal antagoniste inside Yongolia from tho sarliest times? In what way 
 



ho 

did the existence of several races in Mongolia determine 1te relative= 

1y late unifícation by the Nongole? What were the causes and nature of 

the conflict between the Inhabitants of Mongolia and the Chinese? ihat 

ves the history of this conflict up to ani including the trelfth cen 

  

tury? And what patterno aro discorníble ln thig confltot? Anseers to 

these goneral questions are based on discussions throughout the text but 

especially in Chapter 1 und Chapter II 

The specific questions to be answered are twos why was Mongolta 

unifiod in the teelfth and tiirteonth centuries rather than nt some other 

time? And what specific factors mado thís unification possible and suo= 

cesaful? A discussion of the fuctoro that ensrer thene questions forme 

the contral thexe or coro of the Investigation, These factors, which ap= 

pear in Chapters IT through VI, are four in musbers the condttione in 

Asta, China and Mongolia in tha trelfth and thirteenth centuries(Chap= 

tor 11), the contributione of Mongol social organi zation(Ohapter 111), 

military organization or the Xongol army(Uhapter 1V), and Zendership(Chap= 

tera 1, Y, and Vi) 
Detailed reference has bean made to the conditions in trelfth= 

century China ulnce, by rerson of their geographical proximity, China 

aná Mongolia have from ancient tines played important roles in each other's 

hístoricu. Nover vas thto more true than in the twelfth aná thtrtoenth 

conturtes. While condition in Central and Vestern Anta vere Important 

factora in the success of Mongol arme in these arcas, they had lens 1m= 

mediute ínfluence upon the untfication of Mongolia aná are only briefly 

  

referred to. 

ln Chapter VII we have given a seríos of conolusions to the ge 

neral and specific questions posed by the Investigation and havo attemptad 

to dofine the place the unification of Mongo!!a and subsequent world conquest 
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by the lMongola have 1n Aslan and £n world history 

 



CHAPTER 1 

MONGOLÍA A3D CHINA TO THE TSLPTE CENTURY 

A SURVEY OF MAJOR EVENTS 

The geographical Location and Clímate of Nongolía 

Mongolín proper or Outer Mongolla extends south of Lake Baílal 

to the Mtaf mountains in the vost and to the Khingan mountains in the 

cast. It £s bounted by Siberia on the north, Hancehuria on the northenst, 

China on the southeast and Chíne: 

  

Turki stan on the southwest. Nongolia 

In the broadest termo consists of the grent central desert of Gott or 

Shamo, fringed on tho nortimest, northeast and cast by a more fortile 

belt. This fringe 1: essentially a plateau of rolling pasture land vas 

rying £n tho quality of 1ts sols and £n altítudo from 3,000 to 5,000 

feat. The north of Outer Mongolia 15 distingui ched by 1te mountainous 

voodland end pasturo land £n wide basin=11ke valleys or plains while the 

south 19 steppe and desert. The plnteau ns a vhole 1a characterized by 

drynoss and grout sesgonal rango of temporatures The Mongolían climate 

1s severo in the extreme with víntor temporntures dropping to 50 de- 

gress bolow zero and tho sumers nro very shorte termal snows cover 

the bighor mountain ranges. In general, Mongolia Ls a vind exept, cold, 

desolate land. Just to remain alivo there called for the development of 

great resourcefulness and endurazce, a much grentor resowrcefulness and 

endurance than 1s common among sedentary people. Tt 1s little wonder that 

the steppes of Mongolin have for conturtes produced proud, fierce warriors. 

In considering the eharacteristice of the Mongola, 1t 1s Kfficult to 
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attribute observed quelitioo erolustvely to the effecta of the phyolon1 

enviroment sivoe the way of 1ifo ard social organtzntion of a people 

aro Important determintng factors in the formation of character and be 

life. Therefore xo havo Left further Afocusalon of the principal charao= 

terivtlos of the llongole to our chapter on Mongol socte1 orgnniamtion. 

¿he Farliest Imhabitante of Xongolia 

Proa the beginning of recorded history, Mongolia han been the 

homeland of florse tribeson. The Nongolian plnteau has poured forth wa» 

ve after wave o? inmding hordes who at times have reduced to subjection 

alzost evory ono of the Asiatie empires and moro than onoe have mado then» 

selves tho masters o? hal? of Furope» Considering the Important role this 

region ant £ts poople havo played in world hístory, 14 18 eurprioing that 

ito eurlicst history Lo almost completely uricrown. The carly inimbitante 

pospessed mo eyoten of writing and consequently have left ro litorary mo= 

mentos Serious arohmeological investigation of the regton has only just 

boguñ, For our krowledge of the early irhabitante of Yongolta, we must. 

st111 relio largely on tie Chinese recordo» Although tho Chinese do not 

give an adequate pioturo of the carly Xongolians until tho evente of the 

second century haces they vere tio only people with a literary tradition 

who had any enriy contact vith the rorthern tríbes., 18 ls thue still un- 

certain when tho so=callod bustarians began to Inbabit Mongolia and the 

sorthern frontiera of him, but there nre resorda of a Ohinese var against 
far baole as 2600 BaCoy 

  

a people exlled the Hun=—pu(ancestors of the ifuns) 
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Thie enrly reference la vagues The mot yo 0an demiudo trol Tias 

some difference nirendy existed betveon the mode of 11fo of the ateppe 

and frontier=évell$ng pooplos nui that of the ourlient Chinese irhabi= 

tante who vero sottlod in the fortile wlleys of Jorth Ohim. 

Lattinore presente the interesting hypothesis that 1n the mont 

ancient timos there vere probably m basio differencon of econmic ne= 

tivity and culture between the vorthern tribmman aná the southern far= 

mor» At that remote timo, thero would have existod only very prinitive 

hunters, fiohermen and gatherors. Lator, come of these peoples would 

have reached the fortile valleys of Zorth Chins and would have become so= 

dentary, developing a new typo of cconony and a higher culture. For one 

reason or another, their comparione were left behind and came to form an 

encirelenent of barbariano around the ssttled areas», There would have been 

a nstural tenionoy for the leso Cortumte outer peoples to attack and nt- 

tempt to conquer, or at lenst to plunier, tho more fortumte sottled peo= 

ples. This was tho begimming of the conflict between the steppo and the 

some 

One of the most perploxing problems La thut relating to the raofel 

affinitico of the orrly inhabitante of Mongolia. It hs usually been talon 

for granted that thoso early inbabitanto were "Yongolian" or Yongoloía 1n 

appesrances ¡Recent arohmeological vork hns proved, however, thnt in the heart 

of Mongolia the round=headed(Mongolo1d)race of the present day was preceded 

by a lomg=hended(ron=longolo1d)race. Noreover, tho first Chinese recorés 

describo these esrly Irhabitante no having red hair, groen eyas ani white 

faces, It appenra that a blond, long=headed type lived £n southern S%boria 
  

Bowen Lattinore, Imer Asian Prontiers of Chtna(iew Yorkcs The fmeri= 
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